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subsequently by both houses of Congress. In his message
at the opening of the regular session, dated December 7,
1903, he took occasion to reassert, without modification, his
policy in regard to the regulation of trusts and the en-
forcement of law with equal justice to all:

"The legislation (in regard to trusts) was moderate. It
was characterized throughout by the idea that we were not
attacking corporations, but endeavoring to provide for
doing away with any evil in them; that we drew the line
against misconduct, not against wealth; gladly recognizing
the great good done by the capitalist who alone, or in con-
junction with his fellows, does his work along proper and
legitimate lines.

"Every man must be guaranteed his liberty and his right
to do as he likes with his property or his labor, so long as
he does not infringe the rights of others. No man is above
the law and no man is below it; nor do we ask any man's
permission when we require him to obey it. Obedience to
the law is demanded as a right; not asked as a favor.''

One of the problems that Eoosevelt inherited from the
McKinley administration was the Alaska boundary dis-
pute between the United States and Canada. An effort
to settle it through a Joint High Commission had failed,
and in the last days of the McKinley administration a pro-
posal was made by the British Government that the matter
be submitted to arbitration. This was under discussion
when Eoosevelt acceded to the Presidency. He at once
took control of the question, flatly declined arbitration, and
secured in January, 1903, through the British Minister at
Washington the negotiation of a treaty with Great Britain
which provided for a mixed tribunal of six members, three
Americans and three representatives of Great Britain, to
consider the matter. The American members of the tri-
bunal were Senator H. C. Lodge, Elihu Boot, Secretary of
War, and George Turner, formerly U. S. Senator from the
State of Washington. The British members were Lord
Alverston, Lord Chief Justice of England, and Sir L. A.